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Ainsworth News
Ainsworth Community Letter
February 22, 2022

Dear Families, 
I hope this letter finds you all healthy and well. It is hard to
believe we have about a month of winter left and spring is right
around the corner. I know I am really looking forward to the
trees, plants, and flowers coming back. It is a great time of year
to see the earth come back to life. In addition, it is nearly
impossible to imagine we are nearing the two year anniversary
since the pandemic began. It has been a very difficult time in all
of our lives. I know the continued exhaustion is hard for
everyone. As Covid seems to retreat it feels like there is a light
at the end of this dark tunnel. 

I am so very grateful for all of your continued patience, support,
and understanding. I cannot express how much this has made a
difference. Your continued generosity and helpfulness has
sustained us and allowed us to remain focused on your child’s
learning and well-being. Your willingness to support others in our
community has also made such a positive impact. So, thank you
for all you do! It has not gone unnoticed. 

Academically we are doing pretty well. We have completed our
second round of MAPS testing and we can see in our data that
the majority of our students are at grade level or above in
reading and math. We are seeing some great growth and this is
a testament to how hard our teachers and students have been
working. Teachers continue to use formative and summative
assessments to measure learning. This important data allows us
to adjust and focus learning targets for our students. Teachers
have been working in their teams to discuss and plan next

Upcoming Events
Thursday, February 24th - Connect to
Kindergarten, 5-6pm - Join Zoom Meeting
Thursday, February 24th - PTA Meeting,
6pm - Zoom Link
Thursday, March 3rd - Connect to
Kindergarten (in Spanish), 5-6pm - Join
Zoom Meeting
Wednesday, March 9th - Class Picture
Day
Monday, March 14th - Friday, March 18th
- School Spirit Week, more info to come
Monday, March 21st - Friday, March 25th
- NO SCHOOL - Spring Break

2021-22 District Calendar

Ainsworth Monthly Series
2021-2022
February 2022

Topic: White Supremacy Culture 

Why: When I enter this white space, these are
the sorts of things I get to sit with and wrestle
with while most of you are able to remain
oblivious and contently so. When you ask me
what white privilege is, I would say that it is this

Aquí encontrarás la versión en español de notas y noticias

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pps-net.zoom.us/j/81428076508&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1644965983332717&usg=AOvVaw1_76-g_Dx9py0axyfzhHT3
https://m7scym5f.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84472389229%3Fpwd=dmlqMUdmSyt3dDZhUEZ1YW0zdjBPdz09/1/0100017f1ddb44f0-99ebb943-45fb-4854-8328-8a61752e8e47-000000/dt6GQ6gNAaK3LlWq1FzcQBN5MQ8=258
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://pps-net.zoom.us/j/85938170057&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1644965983332717&usg=AOvVaw1bIxSDJq45xJGpIkCA2GoB
https://www.pps.net/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/4/PPS_Calendar_2021-22_r4.pdf
https://us4.campaign-archive.com/?u=2954c87ba74564aa7fa9f6628&id=a9435a392e


steps.  As predicted, writing across all grade levels is our
greatest deficit. Losing nearly 18 months of direct instruction and
personalized feedback has been a challenge but students are
writing a lot and we will do our best to close that gap. Through
the rest of this school year, we will continue to push academics
as well as continue to balance social-emotional learning. 

We just completed staffing through PPS. It is a challenging time!
You may have seen communication and/or other media
explaining the drop of enrollment and lack of funding. This is not
only a problem for our school district but for many in our
community and nation. There are many drivers affecting this
change. I.e., cost of living, families choosing to move, struggles
with the pandemic, low birth rates, etc. It is unfortunate that this
is the case and every year we struggle through deficits. We have
also been advocating for support since January. Ainsworth is a
unique school. Being a community that is generally high SES
(social economics status) does not allow us to receive any
additional support or funding. As you can imagine, this makes it
particularly challenging to run a school. It has also required us to
rely on our community and the Ainsworth Foundation to raise the
funds for any additional staff. We are so deeply grateful for all
the past financial and material contributions and are once again
focused on raising nearly $158,000 to sustain two full time
educational assistants. Any support you can give to this goal is
critical to our students and teachers. 

Staffing also presents other unique challenges. Mainly, the cuts
in positions and the impact this has on our staff and community.
It is stressful and leaves folks feeling vulnerable. We are never
fully transparent about staffing until we have had appropriate
time to sit down and talk with staff and those who are the most
impacted. We want them to feel as valued and supported as
possible. Ultimately, we want to keep all of our “family” together
but this is not always possible. We have been advocating for
weeks. Unfortunately, cuts are being made. The result of this is: 

Reduction in our office staff’s hours 
Reduction of our ESL Education Assistant 

We are able to sustain and have NO reductions in: 

Assistant Principal 
Half time Art
Full time Music teacher
Two PE teachers (one full time and one at .6) 
Full time ESL teacher
Full time SPED teacher
Three PARA educators (SPED)
Two counselors 
All teaching staff
Half time Library and Media Specialist
Half time library assistant 

power you have to not notice. When you ask me
what white supremacy is, I would say it is this
power you have to be angry when I notice. --
Dereau K. Farrar, Director of Music at First
Unitarian, Portland OR

Beginner:
Stepping Out of Privilege with Layla Saad,
Author of Me and White Supremacy | The goop
Podcast
We need people who are willing to turn within
and see: How am I part of the problem?” says
global activist Layla Saad. The New York
Times–bestselling author of Me and White
Supremacy has become known for helping
people examine—and talk about—the ways we
unconsciously uphold racism. White supremacy
may not be something you’ve chosen, says
Saad, but it’s in the water, and it’s conditioned
all of us in myriad ways. The critical inner work
that Saad inspires can be difficult and messy,
but it is so necessary. “The payoff is that you get
to live out your values,” says Saad. 
March 24, 2020
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMEXBFhA-
NY

Intermediate:
Dr. Hephzibah v. Strmic-Pawl is a sociologist
who specializes in the study of race and 
contemporary racial inequality, and has a focus
on American multiracialism.  She is the author of
the book Multiracialism and Its Discontents: A
Comparative Analysis of Asian-White and Black-
White Multiracials and co-editor of the reader
Race and Ethnicity: Constancy in Change. 
Understanding Our Roots: Why White
Supremacy is More Than the KKK (TEDx)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3wskdoFKc5E

Advanced: 
Racism 3.0: The Same Old White Supremacy |
Johnny Eric Williams 
Johnny E. Williams is a Professor of Sociology. 
He specializes in social movements, political
sociology, cultural sociology, racism, science
and religion.  Professor Williams' primary area
of research investigates how culture (i.e.,
shared beliefs, values and meaning systems)
sustains and challenges social order.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=hijCRKz_FQU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMEXBFhA-NY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3wskdoFKc5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hijCRKz_FQU


School Health Assistant 

Again, thank you for your continued support. I am hopeful we will
all have a great spring semester!

Sincerely, 
Andrew Johnson 
Principal
Ainsworth 

Connect to Kindergarten 2022
If your child or a child you know will be 5 before September 1st,
this message is for you! Today, PPS is kicking off the Connect
to Kindergarten campaign. Our goal is for every kindergarten
2022 family to feel connected to their school community and
confident about starting school in the fall. 
Continue Reading
 
Important Ainsworth Updates:
Vista and Spring

Please do not cross Vista at Spring St. It is unsafe and
we have witnessed several close calls with traffic traveling
on Vista. 
Please do not park in the NO PARKING zone in front of
the Vista Spring Cafe. It is there so the TriMet bus can
turn onto Vista. 

We will continue to provide information to families as we
receive it.

Thank you for your patience and flexibility.

Ainsworth Foundation
 

Red Ball Reboot 
Mark your calendars for Red Ball Reboot 2022, a virtual auction
April 25th through April 29th! The Red Ball Reboot 2022 will
feature a weeklong silent virtual auction, as well as a community
interactive game show called Double Your Dollars Live! Red Ball
is the Ainsworth Foundation’s most important fundraising event
of the year to support the unfunded staffing needs at Ainsworth.

This year we are excited to be auctioning the always popular
Class Art, Pizza for a Year, family activities, a fully loaded and
styled bar cart, professional sports tickets, parties, Principal for a

An introduction to the characteristics of white
supremacy culture and how these show up in
our organizations, from Dismantling Racism: A
Workbook for Social Change Groups.
https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/white-
supremacy-culture-characteristics.html

Children’s Books: 
Not my Idea: A Book About Whiteness by
Anastasia Higginbotham
The Skin I’m In: A First Look at Racism by Pat
Thomas
Let’s Talk About Race by Julius Lester

Lincoln Cluster
Information
 

Lincoln Youth Baseball

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Vojw6H9VTBJbQT_-QwneoYPmJIhkWGSkWlny7wXtY0/edit?usp=sharing
https://ainsworth.schoolauction.net/2022/donate_items/new
https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/white-supremacy-culture-characteristics.html
https://www.lincolnyouthbaseball.com/
https://www.lincolnyouthbaseball.com/


Day, exclusive vacation houses, the Ainsworth Reserved
Parking Spot, and many other exciting items.  We are still
welcoming donations of services, items and gift certificates -
should you have anything to donate, please
email redballauction@gmail.com or follow this
link: https://ainsworth.schoolauction.net/2022/donate_items/new 

Sponsoring Red Ball is also a wonderful opportunity to giveback
and be seen by hundreds of community-focused and engaged
Ainsworth families.  Sponsorship opportunities include various
levels for your company to be featured in the Red Ball auction
catalog, website, online auction platform, social media, and
promotions throughout the week and during the game show
event. Please let us know at redballauction@gmail.com if you
would like more sponsorship information!

Ainsworth PTA

STEAM Day
 

Lincoln Youth Softball

Lincoln Youth Lacrosse

Portland Public Schools

VIBE of Portland Art Camps, Classes,
No-School Workshops

VIBE of Portland Winter 2022 No-School
Workshops and Camps

VIBE of Portland East Winds Summer
Camp

OSU Discover the Scientist Within
February Workshop (English) (Spanish)

OSU Summer Reading Program

mailto:redballauction@gmail.com
https://ainsworth.schoolauction.net/2022/donate_items/new
mailto:redballauction@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1if5kPAMwG60TlhNo1UGUZlkzMCkTA-na/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1if5kPAMwG60TlhNo1UGUZlkzMCkTA-na/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GqQUwUBYJpRpIOXT7EWcxHcnoQ8As-Xh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GqQUwUBYJpRpIOXT7EWcxHcnoQ8As-Xh/view?usp=sharing
http://lincolnlax.org/
http://lincolnlax.org/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pps.net%2Fcms%2Flib%2FOR01913224%2FCentricity%2FDomain%2F254%2FVIBE.jpeg&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGur224cTn4ks4TPoCDuPBUfh7gtQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pps.net%2Fcms%2Flib%2FOR01913224%2FCentricity%2FDomain%2F254%2FVIBE.jpeg&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGur224cTn4ks4TPoCDuPBUfh7gtQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pps.net%2Fcms%2Flib%2FOR01913224%2FCentricity%2FDomain%2F254%2FVIBE-Flier_Winter_2022.jpeg&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGZsJOGoqLfq89jPDVIZUohCrZkzw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pps.net%2Fcms%2Flib%2FOR01913224%2FCentricity%2FDomain%2F254%2FVIBE-east_winds_2022.jpeg&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE6k9RY9ItJ17Zrzx7sKH760uW8Iw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pps.net%2Fcms%2Flib%2FOR01913224%2FCentricity%2FDomain%2F254%2FFebDSW2022Flyer.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFEiV6E2R_VvPUWZIZdQZhr4ClrBQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pps.net%2Fcms%2Flib%2FOR01913224%2FCentricity%2FDomain%2F254%2FFebDSW2022FlyerSpanish.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFAgaapmgQGzQCfQpzCCsli3Rhlxg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pps.net%2Fcms%2Flib%2FOR01913224%2FCentricity%2FDomain%2F254%2FOSU-reading-summer-2022.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFwxZ5d0n0N9rss8F6Jj9UIDH7HDQ


Duelo de literatura 2022

Multnomah Early Childhood Program:
(English) (Spanish) (Vietnamese)

Portland Parks & Recreation Preschool
2022-2023 Registration

OSU STEM Academy AWSEM Club
(includes Spanish flyer)

Facebook Ainsworth PTA Foundation

Ainsworth Elementary School
2425 SW Vista Drive | Portland, Oregon 97201

 Phone: 503.916.6288 | Fax: 503.913.2601
 Principal: Andrew Johnson

 Assistant Principal: Angela Bustamante Jenkins

 

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Ainsworth Parents List" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to ainsworth-parents-list+unsubscribe@pps.net.
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